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From the Desk of the President 
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 
 

Dear Friends and Partners, 

As I reflect on the transformative work of The Buhl Foundation this year, I am filled with 
gratitude for the resilience, vision, and collaboration that have defined our efforts from July 
2023 through June 2024. This year, we continued to honor the legacy of Henry Buhl, Jr., 
ensuring that our resources catalyze positive change and inspire dreams across Pittsburgh's 
Northside and beyond. 

With unwavering commitment, we have advanced our mission to foster education, youth 
development, human services, and community enrichment. Through the ongoing One 
Northside initiative, we have witnessed the power of collective action as residents, 
organizations, and leaders come together to build a thriving Northside. Projects like the 
creation of new affordable housing, enhancements to vital green spaces, and innovative youth 
programs remind us that our greatest strength lies in our ability to dream, innovate, and act. 

Together, we have achieved remarkable milestones, distributing over $3.4 million in grants. 
Each investment reflects our dedication to addressing pressing needs, uplifting voices, and 
pioneering solutions. From supporting economic empowerment through community 
development initiatives in the Northside neighborhoods of Fineview, Perry Hilltop, 
Manchester and Charles Street Area to fostering innovation with the Children’s Museum 
Annex, and Carnegie Science Center and Aviary campus improvements, this year's 
accomplishments underscore our commitment to the well-being of our neighbors. 

As we celebrate these achievements, we also recognize the work that lies ahead. Inspired by 
the entrepreneurial spirit of our founder, we will continue to seek bold solutions to complex 
challenges, build enduring partnerships, and deepen our impact in the years to come. 

Thank you for your steadfast support and shared belief in the power of community. Together, 
we honor the past while shaping a brighter future. 

In service, 

Diana A. Bucco 

President 
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MISSION 
 

It is the mission of the Buhl Foundation to create community legacies by leveraging its resources 
to encourage people and organizations to dream, to innovate and to take action. 
 

VISION 
 

It was Mr. Buhl’s desire that the Foundation be especially concerned with the “well-being of 
the citizens of the City of Pittsburgh, and the County of Allegheny.” He gave the Board the 
freedom to distribute the Foundation resources in a way that was “responsive to the needs of 
the time” with particular focus on the community of Pittsburgh, creating the first multipurpose 
foundation in the city.  These values remain constant in our vision for the Foundation. 
 

Leverage 
 

We invest our human capital and financial resources with innovative methods and in strategic 
places. 

Catalyze 
 
We embrace Henry Buhl, Jr.’s entrepreneurial mindset to develop transformational ideas and 
enact positive change. 
 

Connect 
 

We are an effective convener of people and organizations, connecting ideas, opportunities and 
resources to inspire our community. 
 
 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

The Buhl Foundation’s current aspirations are integrated into our long-standing mission, making 
it relevant to contemporary times. 
 

Dream 
 

• Because today’s dreams become the realities of tomorrow, Mr. Buhl hoped the 
Foundation would be curious, accessible, unencumbered in vision and purpose, and 
structurally capable of adaptability and usefulness.   We welcome discussion of wide 
ranging ideas and opportunities to make a difference. 
 

• To advance its mission, the Foundation must do more than simply make grants.  
Acknowledging the finiteness of our resources, we seek to be informed by the 
community in order to best leverage our efforts and to be an active participant in 
finding solutions. We appreciate the need to give of our time and energy to help make 
dreams happen.  
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Innovate 
 

• With a history of funding creative endeavors for over 90 years, the Foundation 
recognizes that any success is dependent on the vision and dedication of the many 
organizations that it is privileged to assist. 
 

• The Foundation has been fortunate that great ideas and the leaders to implement them 
have emerged. We seek to partner with such leaders to stimulate and strengthen our 
community’s ability to survive, adapt and thrive in a fast changing world.  Our 
resources are focused on inventive and entrepreneurial solutions to expand tomorrow’s 
possibilities. 

 
Act 

 
• The Foundation is often the first funder of a new idea, willing to venture when the 

possible benefits outweigh the attendant risks. We look for opportunities where a small 
amount of money wisely invested can lead to strategic action and improvements. 
 

• In carrying out its mission the Foundation tries to find the balance between visibility 
and self-effacement; leadership and enablement. 
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APPROPRIATIONS 
 

July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024 
 

BUHL FOUNDATION GRANTS 
 
It is the mission of the Buhl Foundation to create community legacies by leveraging its resources 
to encourage people and organizations to dream, to innovate and to take action. 
 
A+ Schools - $200,000 
To continue to support the Reimagine Perry process and serve as the One Northside 
“Education Anchor.”  
 
The Advanced Leadership Initiative – $25,000 
To support and grow the regional presence of African Americans in corporate and nonprofit 
leadership roles.  
 
Allegheny Conference on Community Development - $50,000 
To support their 2023 Next Is Now initiative of the Allegheny Conference.  
 
Allegheny County Department of Human Services - $100,000 
To support the 500 Units in 500 Days campaign, a $6.5 million strategy to move 500 people 
from shelter to permanent housing in less than 2 years.  
 
Allegheny Land Trust- $25,000 
To support the conversion of the St. John’s Hospital site in Brighton Heights into an 
environmentally friendly community green space.  
 
Allegheny RiverTrail Park - $25,000 
To support The Front Yard capital campaign to redevelop a scrapyard and marina into a public 
park. 
 
Artist Image Resource - $40,000 
To support the 25th Anniversary Sustainability Initiative for expanded programming, staff, and 
financial health.  
 
BEAM Collaborative - $50,000 
To support a dedicated communication and marketing campaign to enhance BEAM’s 
visibility, credibility, and impact. 
 
Bike Pittsburgh - $10,000 
To support the return of the OpenStreetsPGH event series to Pittsburgh’s Northside.  
 
Carnegie Science Center (Carnegie Institute) - $150,000 
To support the capacity to develop the remaining 8-acre site of the Science Center campus  
 
Carnegie Science Center (Carnegie Institute) - $3,500 
To support community participation at the annual Geek Out Gala.  
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Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Pittsburgh - $150,000 
To support the capital campaign for Compassion Corner, a new 44,500 sq. ft. regional hub in 
Downtown Pittsburgh.  
 
Charles Street Area Corporation - $77,000 
To support Phase II predevelopment for the North Charles Infill Housing project for affordable 
owner-occupied, single-family units in the Charles Street Valley.  
 
Children's Museum of Pittsburgh - $200,000 
To support the purchase of 412 East Commons Way to create the Museum Annex designed to 
support the Center for Creative Experiences and studio space for artists in residency -  
 
City of Bridges Community Land Trust - $50,000 
To support real estate efforts and the on-going expansion of “permanently affordable” housing 
in Northside neighborhoods.  
 
East Allegheny Community Council - $5,000 
To support the return of the much-loved Northside Pumpkinfest community event.  
 
Fineview Citizens Council - $75,000 
To support their on-going real estate efforts in collaboration with One Northside “Place” 
anchor Rising Tide Partners.  
 
Foundation of Hope - $75,000 
To support a renewed iteration of the Northside-based pre-arrest/pre-booking HOPE Youth 
Diversion Program (HYDP). 
 
Gwen's Girls - $50,000 
To support the Woman-to Woman (W2W) pilot project with the City of Pittsburgh, creating a 
peer support group for women who lost a child or whose child has committed gun violence. 
 
Hear Foundation - $100,000 
To support organizational expansion, as well as the new Pittsburgh Police Cares initiative 
based on One Northside’s Zone 1 Cares.  
 
Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh - $5,000 
To support the Violins of Hope exhibition and education efforts in Western Pennsylvania.  
 
Jewish Healthcare Foundation - $11,375 
To support “Women’s Voices”, a six-month facilitated process to imagine how the 
International Women's Forum (IWF) membership might maximize its collective voice.  
 
Keystone Space Collaborative - $50,000 
To support a master vision plan for the Keystone Space and Defense Innovation District.  
 
Kidcelerate - $40,000 
To support a portion of the initial salary for a new full-time, on-site Operations Director at 
their Northview Heights location, The Bridge.  
 



 
 

6 
 

Manchester Citizens Corporation - $150,000 
To support early-stage development costs to pilot affordable housing for Pittsburgh Scholar 
House families.  
 
Manchester Youth Development Corporation - $75,000 
To support important pieces of their “Change Capital” investment plan to advance operational 
capabilities and expand program reach.  
 
Mattress Factory - $50,000 
To support sustainability planning and intensive capitalization work in response to a post-
Covid museum landscape.  
 
The National Aviary - $150,000 
To support a capital campaign for their new Veterinary Care and Advancement Center.  
 
New Hazlett Center for the Performing Arts - $25,000 
To support its new Resident Company Model and operations as it continues to move towards 
financial recovery, sustainability, and growth post-pandemic.  
 
Northgate School District - $1,500 
To support 12 Pittsburgh Public Schools educators participation in Harvard’s Project Zero 
Professional Development Conference at the Children's Museum.  
 
North Side Christian Health Center - $50,000 
To support the modernization of the elevator at the Middle Street Clinic and Headquarters.  
 
North Side Industrial Development Company d/b/a Riverside Center for Innovation- 
$75,000 
To support expanded services and programming at Colab18, a state-of-the-art digital learning 
and community problem-solving center, created in collaboration with One Northside.  
 
North Side Partnership Project – $100,000 
To support the Community Resource Mall’s capital improvements and matching support for a 
$500,000 PA Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program (RACP) grant. 
 
Northside Cultural Collaborative- $75,000 
To support the NorthsideWorks! workforce development initiative.  
 
Perry Hilltop Citizens’ Council - $60,000 
To support the completion of pre-development fundraising for a proposed state of the art 
childcare center for up to 100 children at 2610 Perrysville Avenue.  
 
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust - $12,500 
To support family-friendly activities in Downtown Pittsburgh.  
 
The Pittsburgh Foundation – $100,000 
To support the Phase 2 Allegheny County government transition effort to retain national talent 
and engage residents and regional leaders.  
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Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy - $125,000 
To support a design process for a wellness park at the football field and surrounding amenities 
in Fowler Park.  
 
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy- $5,000 
To support the Friends of Riverview Park’s public art installation unveiling and Arbor Day 
celebration.  
 
Point Park University - $25,000 
To support the Rising Brothers & Sisters (RBS) program at Perry High School. 
 
Project Destiny - $250,000 
To support the ambitious Thrive18 program in partnership with Highmark Health.  
 
Reimagine Reentry - $25,000 
To support a Mental Health Program pilot for individuals who have been released from 
incarceration within the last 3 years.  
 
Rising Tide Partners - $150,000 
To support property acquisition through ONS Homes LLC and serve as the One Northside 
“Place Anchor.”  
 
Riverlife - $50,000 
To support the continued implementation of their “Completing the Loop” plan.  
 
Rodef Shalom Congregation - $2,500 
To support the 2024 Pursuer of Peace Awards to be presented on June 23, 2024.  
 
Sarah Heinz House- $75,000 
To support consistent, quality afterschool and summer programming for the youth in the 
Northview Heights community.  
 
Smithfield United Church of Christ - $75,000 
To support the emergency masonry stabilization of their church tower, which will enable a 
long-term planning process to determine the future of the church complex.  
 
Student Conservation Association - $25,000 
To support the employment of youth from Perry Traditional Academy and other Northside 
schools in a six-week program focused on hands-on conservation projects in Riverview Park.  
 
Trying Together - $75,000 
To support the on-going efforts to increase high-quality early childhood education on 
Pittsburgh’s Northside in 2024 and 2025, and to support the regional Child Care Job Quality 
initiative.  
 
Urban Impact Foundation - $50,000 
To support a suite of programs within Perry High School delivered in collaboration with One 
Northside, A+ Schools, and PPS.  
 



 
 

8 
 

Variety, the Children’s Charity - $25,000 
To support significant leadership transitions and fundraising training.  
 
Young Preservationists Association- $20,000  
To support two collaborative historic preservation projects in partnership with One Northside.  
   
 
 

HENRY C. FRICK EDUCATIONAL FUND 
 
Henry C. Frick established the fund in 1909 for the support of “sound education and useful 
training…in connection with the public schools and for the improvement of work done 
therein.”  Today, the Frick Fund continues to provide funding for programs serving public 
schools from kindergarten to high school, especially with regard to schools serving 
disadvantaged and at-risk populations in Pittsburgh’s Northside. 
  
Allegheny Partners for Out-of-School Time - $50,000 
To support their on-going operations as an independent nonprofit organization and 
reengagement as the lead out-of-school time intermediary in the region.  
 
August Wilson African American Cultural Center - $100,000 
To support a substantial re-evaluation of their education programming, to increase both impact 
and revenue in 2025.  
 
Consortium for Public Education - $50,000 
To support a region-wide initiative to re-build positive school culture through the engagement 
of 150 educators from 13 school districts.  
 
Grantmakers of Western PA- $20,000  
To support the Early Childhood Funders Alliance childcare business support center feasibly 
study and next steps.  
 
Urban Impact Foundation - $20,000 
To support a series of Northside-based Summer block parties for youth and families in the 
Northside.  
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WILLIAM AND ELIZABETH RODGERS McCREERY 
MEMORIAL FUND 

 
The McCrery Fund was established by Emilie McCreery in honor of her parents and joined the 
Buhl family of funds in 1955. Grants are available to nonprofits that focus on furthering 
musical education and music awareness for young people in the Pittsburgh region. 
 
Pittsburgh Symphony Inc. - $15,000 
To support the Music Learning Catalyst pilot event, the All-City Music Showcase at Heinz 
Hall in partnership with Pittsburgh Public Schools.  
 

 
CUMULATIVE SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 

Ninety-seven Year Period 
to June 30, 2024 

 
APPROPRIATIONS FROM 1927 TO JUNE 30, 2024             $146,386,891  
 
Appropriations from July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024 
 
Buhl Fund 
 
A+ Schools $200,000  
The Advanced Leadership Initiative $25,000  
Allegheny Conference on Community Development $50,000  
Allegheny County Department of Human Services $100,000  
Allegheny Land Trust $25,000  
Allegheny RiverTrail Park $25,000  
Artists Image Resource $40,000  
BEAM Collaborative $50,000  
Bike Pittsburgh $10,000  
Carnegie Science Center (Carnegie Institute) $150,000  
Carnegie Science Center (Carnegie Institute) $3,500  
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Pittsburgh $150,000  
Charles Street Area Corporation $77,000  
Children's Museum of Pittsburgh $200,000  
City of Bridges Community Land Trust $50,000  
East Allegheny Community Council $5,000  
Fineview Citizens Council $75,000  
Foundation of Hope $75,000  
Gwen's Girls $50,000  
Hear Foundation $100,000  
Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh $5,000  
Jewish Healthcare Foundation $11,375  
Keystone Space Collaborative $50,000  
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Kidcelerate $40,000  
Manchester Citizens Corporation $150,000  
Manchester Youth Development Corporation $75,000  
Mattress Factory $50,000  
The National Aviary $150,000  
New Hazlett Center for the Performing Arts $25,000  
Northgate School District $1,500  
North Side Christian Health Center $50,000  
North Side Industrial Development Company d/b/a Riverside Center 
for Innovation $75,000  

North Side Partnership Project $100,000  
Northside Cultural Collaborative $75,000  
Perry Hilltop Citizens’ Council $60,000  
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust $12,500  
The Pittsburgh Foundation $100,000  
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy $125,000  
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy $5,000  
Point Park University $25,000  
Project Destiny $250,000  
Reimagine Reentry $25,000  
Rising Tide Partners $150,000  
Riverlife $50,000  
Rodef Shalom Congregation $2,500  
Sarah Heinz House $75,000  
Smithfield United Church of Christ $75,000  
Student Conservation Association  $25,000  
Trying Together $75,000  
Urban Impact Foundation $50,000  
Variety, the Children’s Charity $25,000  
Young Preservationists Association $20,000  
Total Buhl Appropriations $3,468,375  

 
 
Henry C. Frick Educational Fund 
 
Allegheny Partners for Out-of-School Time $50,000  
August Wilson African American Cultural Center $100,000  
Consortium for Public Education $50,000  
Grantmakers of Western PA $20,000  
Urban Impact Foundation $20,000  
Total Frick Appropriations $240,000  

 
 
 



 
 

11 
 

William and Elizabeth Rodgers McCreery Memorial Fund 
 

Pittsburgh Symphony Inc. $15,000 
  

Total McCreery Appropriations $15,000  

 
 

AREAS OF GIVING 
 

Henry Buhl, Jr. built his fortune in the retail industry and created the Buhl Foundation, the first 
multi-purpose foundation in Pittsburgh, as a memorial to his beloved wife, Louise C. Buhl.  
Mr. Buhl directed the Foundation to be especially concerned with the “well-being of the 
citizens of the City of Pittsburgh, and the County of Allegheny.”  Remembering that Henry 
Buhl, Jr. lived and worked on the Northside of Pittsburgh, and knowing his love for Pittsburgh 
and its people, the Buhl Foundation has historically focused on four major areas: Education, 
Youth Development, Human Services, and Economic and Community Development.  
Although the Foundation has embarked on a place-based strategy on the Northside of 
Pittsburgh, it continues to find historic grantees focused on these priority areas and Buhl 
continues to look for opportunities to maintain this regional presence. 
 
More recently, the Board of the Buhl Foundation has committed to a place-based strategy on 
Pittsburgh’s Northside where the majority of funding will be directed for at least the next 
decade.  One Northside is a resident driven initiative that catalyzes and supports long-term 
sustainable change for Pittsburgh’s eighteen Northside neighborhoods that some 40,000 
residents call home.  Begun in 2014, One Northside is a long-term commitment to invest in the 
lives and futures of Northside residents and with particular emphasis on resourcing community 
members, young and old, to lead from within.  In this strategy, Buhl is dedicated to working 
with and for the Northside community to improve upon and build the structure needed to 
connect residents and businesses to the resources that will create a thriving community.  
Working with thousands of Northside residents and community members, the One Northside 
strategy is grounded in five key pillars: Education, Employment, Place, Health and Safety.  
Learn more about this undertaking by visiting www.onenorthsidepgh.org  

 
 

Henry C. Frick Educational Fund 

Henry C. Frick established the fund in 1909 for the support of “sound education and useful 
training…in connection with the public schools and for the improvement of work done 
therein.”  Today, the Frick Fund continues to provide funding for programs serving public 
schools from kindergarten to high school, especially with regard to schools serving 
disadvantaged and at-risk populations in Pittsburgh’s Northside. Grant procedures for the Frick 
Fund are the same as the Buhl Foundation. 
 
 

TOTAL FROM JULY 1, 2023 TO JUNE 30, 2024 $3,486,375   
TOTAL OVER THE NINETY-SEVEN YEAR PERIOD $146,386,891  

http://www.onenorthsidepittsburgh.org/
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William and Elizabeth Rodger McCreery Memorial Fund 

Grants are made from the McCreery Fund to nonprofits that focus on furthering musical 
education and music awareness for young people in the Pittsburgh region.  Application 
procedures for the McCreery Fund are the same as the Buhl Foundation. 



 
 

13 
 

GRANT PROCEDURES 

 
The Buhl Foundation has transitioned to a digital grantmaking process with the launch of new 
online grants software in 2019 and a new website in 2020. Interested applicants can review the 
steps of the application process, confirm eligibility, complete Letters of Inquiry (LOI), and 
submit proposals online. Interested organizations have the ability to first review Buhl grant 
priority areas followed by eligibility requirement. Prospective grantees may create an account 
and compose a LOI online. Staff meet regularly to review submissions, and will reach out to 
organizations informally to discuss when additional information is required. Applicants receive 
a formal declination or invitation into the full grant application process within six to twelve 
weeks of the submission.  
 
Buhl staff meet with potential applicants to discuss feasibility and work with prospective 
grantees to develop a proposal that has the potential for community impact that is consistent 
with giving priorities. Expression of interest in a proposal, or work with an applicant to assure 
best possible presentation is not a guarantee of forthcoming grant approval. If a proposal is 
invited, staff will work with the applicant to establish a specific timeframe for submission of 
the proposal and consideration by the Board.  
 
The Buhl Foundation Board of Directors convenes five to six times a year to act on grant 
proposals. Once approved by the Board, the grantee and Buhl staff agree upon a schedule for 
grant payments. A final report on program achievements, including accounting for dollars 
spent, is required at the conclusion of the program, and, in some cases, grantees are asked to 
provide quarterly or interim reports for data collection and communications purposes.  
 
The Buhl Foundation Board of Directors are presented with all LOIs and grant proposals. 
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PROPOSAL GUIDELINES 

 
An electronic grant proposal submission must include all of the following:  

• Organization Information:  

o Mission of the Organization  
o History of the Organization 
o History of Buhl Funding  

 
• Project Information:  

o Purpose of Grant  
o Neighborhood/Geographic Area  
o Alignment to Buhl Strategic Priorities 
o Project Outcomes  
o Project Start / End Date  

 
• Financial Information: 

o Amount of Grant Request 
o Total Project Budget 
o Annual Operating Budget 
o Most Recent Financial Audit 

 
• Leadership/Board of Directors  

• IRS Determination Letter  

Applicants may access The Buhl Foundation’s online grants portal to create an account here: 
Logon Page - Grant Lifecycle Manager (grantinterface.com) 

 

https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=buhlf
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